Chapter Twenty
RECENT YEARS

ONE notable event marked the recent years of the
period which is covered by this history. When
the floods had done their worst, and the work of re-
construction had passed from the sphere of initiative
into that of routine, the administration pursued its placid
way once more. No startling innovations were made.
It was a period rather of consolidation and improve-
ment. Where the wheels were creaking they were oiled;
the existing institutions were overhauled in order that the
best possible use might be made of them. The Railways,
the earnings of which were disquietingly low, came under
scrutiny; the whole system of Local Self-Government was
re-examined; irrigation, which the disappointment of
earlier years had neglected, received a new impulse;
fresh schemes were devised for the extension of the Co-
operative system upon progressive lines, and special atten-
tion was given to education, which had shown a tendency
to stagnate. The vigorous administration of the Dewan,
Rao Bahadur V, T. Krishnama Chari, tended rather to im-
prove the quality than to increase the quantity of institu-
tions, for there had perhaps been a tendency to be content
with paper achievements and numerical progress.  The
number of schools was increasing and the number of
pupils; but were they profiting by the instruction?  Co-
operation had on paper made enormous strides, but were
the societies working on the right lines?   The elective
principle had long ago been introduced into local bodies
which were functioning according to plan, but was the
machinery the best that could be devised, and above all,
was the ideal in a fair way to being realized of reviving
the Village Councils, the indigenous institution of ancient